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Lakersjunior Luke Burgesstakesa punt on
the big time, NFL -style

DAVID POLKINGHORNE
12/01/2009 11:29:00 PM
A LAKE Wendouree junior footballer is taking a puort becoming the next Ben Graham in the NFL.

Luke Burgess flies out to Las Vegas on Friday winerevill be attending one of the United Statesgbg} training camps for punters.
"We go to a Chris Sailer camp for punters _ ike & national competition," Burgess said.

"And hopefully colleges see us and pick us up fthere."

The aim of the trip is to get a college scholargbipe a punter for one of the universities in tf&

"(The goal is) to finish in the top 15 and then éfyfly get a full college scholarship out of it."

Hampton University, Virginia, and Brevard College North Carolina, have both expressed an intenettte 18-year-old.

"I've spoken to two colleges at the moment and thagt to see more of me when | get there becaesecdn't take the punt on
someone unless they've seen them."

Burgess has spent the last year training with OzPam Australian punting, kicking and holding aeay _ where he has been
working on his technique, as well as doing extem$dg-strength training.

It seems to be working, as the former Damascus@elstudent is averaging 36.6m with 4.4 secontisuod time.
Former Geelong footballer Graham averaged 39.6hisithree years with the New York Jets.
Now Burgess has the chance to chase his d

"I've always had a dream to go to the States aradfaeter, and when Ben Graham and Sav Rocca @@t tithought | might as well
give it a shot," he said.

"They like the Aussies because they can kick."

But that is not the only quality that Aussie rupgayers bring to an NFL team.
"They see that we are physical and we can stand thgm."

Burgess is not fussy about where he ends up, fulsing as it is "somewhere warm".

On Monday, Graham's Arizona Cardinals are up ag&nser Collingwood and North Melbourne full-foretaSav Rocca and the
Philadelphia Eagles for a Super Bowl spot.

But Burgess believes little-known Mat McBriar, frddelbourne, is the best Aussie getting around jasrder in the NFL.
McBriar graduated through the college ranks, agBss wants to do, and averaged 43.1m per puntOin 20 the Dallas Cowboys.
Colin Ridgeway was the first Australian punterfie tNFL.

The former Carlton footballer was a Dallas Cowboy 965, nearly 30 years before Darren Bennett jbthe San Diego Chargers.
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Good article, good luck to the kid :) I've beerldaling both Benny and Sav since they went over.r§ems had an interesting year,
getting bumped from the Jets, getting taken back fgame, then having one game with the SaintsioMesndon, then on to the
Cardinals! What people have to remember to pugthinto perspective is that the punters stand tésylaack from where the ball is
snapped from. And the final distance of a punékeh from where the ball is snapped, so you haeeltbl5 yards(~14 metres) onto
that final distance to get the *real* distance :)

Posted byExtremo on 13/01/2009 2:57:04 PM

Post A Comment

Lake Wendouree junior Luke Burgess heads to a apgiddiron punting camp in Las Vegas to chasectience of playing college
football. Picture: Lachlan Bence

Property Prices
How to value your property

Looking to sell? Find out how
much your property is worth
in today’s market with our
new and improved property
£ report.

y Get a price estimate now.

Also in Property Prices
m Discount offer: buy 3 reports, save 20%
m Get the latest property prices in your suburb

m Get 3 years worth of sold data
Frr_-lb.ﬂu- = T L e -t = T T == s~ - e i 2 e s P

Let us help you

build yours too.

e e R S S g £ SR S SRR B SRR SRR SN WA R

http://www.thecourier.com.au/news/local/sport/other/le-junior-luke-burges-take:... 15/01/200!



Lakers junior Luke Burgess takes a punt on the big time -style- Local News- Sg... Page3 of 3

2009 Super Bowl Final Monash University Local Courier Services Jimmy Davis's 200
NFL 5 night Super bowl package  Change of Preference Get Advice Save Money On All Your Mail Jimmy Davis's Free ¢
POA only call 1300 888 858. from Experts Courier Needs. Call Mailplus the Top in '09. Learr
www.SportsnetHolidays.com www.Monash.edu.au Today! www.NetworkingUni

www.MailPlus.com.au

vy

http://www.thecourier.com.au/news/local/sport/other/le-junior-luke-burges-take:... 15/01/200!



